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Congratulations

Mount Mary University was founded  
in 1913 by the School Sisters of  
Notre Dame in Prairie Du Chien, WI,  
to provide an education exemplified by 
the strength of its academic programs 
and commitment to inspire students 
 to transform the world.  

The University moved to Milwaukee in 
1929, opening its doors to 132 young 
women who filled the two Gothic-style 
buildings, Notre Dame Hall and Caroline 
Hall. It was the first Catholic four-year 
women’s university in Wisconsin for 
laywomen who wanted to pursue 
an education. Today, Mount Mary 
University welcomes students of all 
faiths and backgrounds in more than 
50 undergraduate and 12 graduate 
programs.  

The strength of our historical University 
continues to lie, not in the grace of 
its architecture nor the beauty of its 
surroundings, but rather in the diverse 
lives of the students it serves and those 
who lead them. It is this power that 
forms the true cornerstone of Mount 
Mary, transforming the world around  
us, one graduate at a time.  



OPENING OF COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Academic Affairs

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
Andrea Stapleton, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Mission and Justice

INVOCATION PRAYER 
McKalynn Ester 

English Writing for New Media and Philosophy | May 2026

WELCOME 
Susan Bellehumeur ‘85 
Chair, Board of Trustees

GREETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME 
Debra M. Sciano, J.D., SSND 

Provincial Leader, Central Pacific Province | School Sisters of Notre Dame

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE AND COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Maripat Dalum

Class of 1963 | Occupational Therapy

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D.

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES  
Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D. 

President

PRESIDENT’S CONGRATULATORY REMARKS 
Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF SENIOR CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 
Rachel Fischer, Ed.D. 

Vice President for Student Affairs

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS, SENIOR CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 
Mahdia Bita 

Biology and English | May 2026

WELCOME TO THE ALUMNI COMMUNITY 
Martha Ruvalcaba, ‘23 

CLOSING OF COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D.

Spanish Speaker Translation provided by Vanessa Varela Morales, Ph.D.

PROGRAM
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN  
COUNSELOR EDUCATION AND SUPERVISION 

Dawn Joan Fulsom
Lakesha Lee Jones

Amanda Elaine Long ^
Tanszar A. Veal ^

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE IN  
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Cassidy Rae Christman
Jessica Meissner
Samantha Ruth Rice
Anna Renee Hom Skrzypchak

Gabriella Jo Visser
Kylie Wallace
Johanna Nicole Zielinski

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION

Huda Al Hinnawi
Elizabeth Starbuck Armstrong
Natasha Bashir
Ashley Louise Bloczynski
Naomi Megan Cyrus

Cristina de la Peña 
Casey James Doucette
Thomas Heywood
Candacee Johnson
Julia Kendall Voight

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ART THERAPY  
WITH AN EMPHASIS IN COUNSELING

Kathryn Jane Brophy
Jodi Lyn Brown
Elisabeth Corona
Terry D Couch
Anyana Monae Frazier
Olivia Giorgio

Madeline Glaspey
Grace Kathleen Griffith
Chloe Haapala 
Holly Hanrahan
Amy Schoofs-Rahne
Lia Walz

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DIETETICS

Elizabeth M. Arnold
Lauren K Ascher
Elisabeth Coronado
Jessica Elizabeth Gawrys
Ava Marie Govek
Marissa Johnson

Lillian E Nogalski
Isabella Marie Polaske
Sarah Ann Sobel
Angelica Katherine Zuckert
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FOOD SCIENCE

Olivia Lorraine Decker  
Brittany Jo Orlinski

Michelle Ann Messling 
Hannah Louise Parkhurst

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Susan Beauregard
Sherilyn Sue Bowers
Chrizel Joy Custodio Tampos
Denise K. Garrett
Nicole Elise Holmes
Lydia Mitchelle Kaufman
Jenifer Marie Kielbasa
Kristina Marie Lyman
Kami J. Miller
Annika Schibstad Nielsen

Sheri Burell Nishimura
Rochelle Denise Norman
Kristin J Paradise
Kristin Lynae Schmidt
Kimberly R. Sobiech
Carolyn Strate
Brenda R Ziegler
Sharon Lynn Wagener Zimpfer
Erin Zink

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING

Millicent Achieng Oduor
Sydney C. Aruta
Jaylah Batemon
Bianca Marie Bisciglia ^
Suzanne L. Breslow
Skyler Brusky
Biridiana Canseco
David Comer Jr.
Ryan James Creevy
Alesha Evet Daniels
Audrey Eshleman-Head
Brenna Michelle  
   Gonderman
Peter Joseph Governali
Natalie J. Hameister
Calista Howard
Tori Rose Knueppel

Draza Raven Kolpack
Payton Isabella Rens 
   Leutner
Emma Lewis
Allyson Claire Lilly
Grace Mae Lindemann
Lauren Lopez
Colleen June Matthys
Sage Cheyenne 
   McCormick
Bridie Ann Mooney
Hiba Mousa
Emmaline Katherine 
   Mueller
Tran Phuong Nguyen
Joselena Anne Ortiz
Paige Rain Palmisano

Diana Perez Ruiz
Britt Anya Ramos
Avina Laree Richards
Shada R. Richardson ^
Megan Alissa Shupe
Payton Jayde Sigafus
Sophia Lindsay 
   Smetana Wagner
A’vion Solis-Mckinney
Chiến Binh Nhỏ Sơn
Nicholas Matthew Stolz ^
Katia Nayeli Sustayta 
   Castro
Ella Taylor
Danielle Marie Theisen
Kari M. Turner
Yee Leng Yang

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

Jullian KaLiah Lor **
Claudia McClure ***

Brianah B Payton *
Supranee Yang **

CANDIDATE FOR POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE

Zuliany M. Lopez-Ramos



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK

Jasmine Latrice Bell
Alexandria Samone Harris
Juliet Jaramillo
Stacey Manuel
Atiya Muhammad
Zoe Penczykowski

Alicia J Avery Scott
Ivana Milagros Torres
Sarah Weiland
Delia Jolene Williams
Aniyah Shavon Williams
Tiffany C. Winters

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF POST-MASTER’S CERTIFICATE IN  
CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH  

Cynthia Marah Nation

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS

Mari Sol Alamilla
Jesike M Anderson
Allison Applebee **
Cynthia O. Bergh *
Bella Rose Burgess
Michaela Bush
Kachai Cha
Taylor Congdon
Karina Cortes-Quevedo
Monserrat Cruz
Omairy M. Cruz Acevedo
Jodi Cunningham *** §
Ardin Daniels *
Monserrat Vanesa Delgado
Joana Enriquez Lopez **
McKalynn Ester
Mariah L Fitzpatrick 
Zuhur Hassen
Michelle Ashley Hernandez **
Michelle Herrera Carmona
Veronica Ignacio-Hernandez
CeCelia Marie Janisch *
Jocelyn Rose Jennifer Kubasa
Autumn V Lance **

Izabella Luevano
Grace MacKinnon **
Kaela Renae Martin ^
Ceara McCarthy *
Grace Aisleen McCray *** §
Michelle Medina Duarte
Maya Mercado
Maritere Mercado Dominguez
Talia Orosco
Lizbeth Reyes-Hernandez **
Evie Nichelle Rodriguez *
Alondra Saldana-Avila
Hannah Lea Stadel ***
Amber Stafford-Tarwid *
Erica L Steiner
Paris Couronne Throne
Valarie Vincent
Lilly Maya Ward 
Tongula Washington 
Makaila Wilks
Chloe Mia Yanes
Julianna Yang
Melanie Zuniga-Herrera
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Maryan M. Abdi **
Isabela Angelis Cordero
Yuliana Juan Gonzalez

Madison K. Rogers
Arely Sanchez Perez

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

KhiLaina Allen
Genesis Ester Alvarez Vazquez
Mahdia Bita ** §
Melena Black ^
Emma E Campbell *
Jennifer Chang
Edyta Chrobak ***
Lizbeth Cornelio Munoz
Jane Mary Diaz Rebollar ***
Taylor L Hames ***
Emma Ann Lemke **
Carmen Milagros Lopez Ortiz
Rosie PajZoo Lor

Tataya Khamvatsana  
   Luangphaxayachack ^
Kennedi Lulloff *** §
Kierra J. Noid-Binns
Avery Noss ***
Linnea Kristin Peterson ***
Esther Rahlan ***
Emanuela Sas ***
Victoria Sweeney ***
Mary Catherine Tiedemann
Chido Usai * §
Samantha Rose Will ***

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Nictoria O. Brown
Kyaw Paw Clay
Ke'Via Cooper
Nakeia Jessie Mae Glover
Janetneyra Godoy Perez
Mariela Juliana Gomez Perez
Junia Lea Graham
Nicosha Shanae Harris
Isabelle Nkauj Ci Her
Jakiyah Brinay Johnson
Sandy Juarez Antonio *
Kiara Lumpkins
Mary T. McDonald
Soe Meh *

Shania Mendoza
Camila Orozco *
Holly Sue Patterson *
Myriangeliz Ramirez Gonzalez
Ruby Ashley Breanne Riser
Vanessa Robles ***
Maria Isabel Saccullo
Jaelynn Smyth *
Essence Steen
Harmony Keyara Survillion
Dee Thao
Fantasy Ntsaislias Vang
Kabbauj Vang
Natalie Zuzick **

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

Jullian KaLiah Lor **
Claudia McClure ***

Brianah B Payton *
Supranee Yang **

CANDIDATE FOR POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE

Zuliany M. Lopez-Ramos

LATIN HONORS

	 *	 Cum Laude			 
	 **	 Magna Cum Laude		
***	 Summa Cum Laude 
§  Graduation in the Honors Program 
^ Summer 2026 Graduate

Cum laude means “With Praise” and is indicated by the * symbol. This is awarded to students whose 
cumulative grade point record reflects a 3.6 or higher. Magna cum laude means “With High Praise”  
and is indicated by the ** symbol. This is awarded to students whose cumulative grade point record 
reflects a 3.8 or higher. Summa cum laude translates to “With Highest Praise” and is indicated by the  
*** symbol. This is awarded to students whose cumulative grade point record reflects a 3.9 or higher. 

Degree conferral is certified by the official Mount Mary University transcript denoting degree completion  
and honor distinctions.

This listing of degree candidates and honor distinctions is preliminary for Spring 2026 candidates.  
Final honor distinctions does not constitute certification of degree conferral. 

THIS PROGRAM IS NOT AN OFFICIAL GRADUATION LIST 
While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines may  
result in omission of some names and use of names of persons not completing graduation requirements 
as intended. This printed program, therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s academic 
or degree status. Mount Mary University Office of the Registrar manages all official student academic 
documentation.
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MOUNT MARY UNIVERSITY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MOUNT MARY UNIVERSITY

CORPORATE BOARD
SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME

Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND ’76

Ann Scholz, SSND 

Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND

Scott Naze 

Marie O’Brien, B.A. ’08 

Becky Pinter, M.S. 

Marjorie Rucker, B.A. ’00, J.D. 

Stephanie Russell, Ed.D. 

Eileen Schwalbach, Ph.D. 

Debra M. Sciano, J.D., SSND 

Sharon Slear, Ph.D., SSND 

Yollande Tchouapi, M.B.A. 

Ann Tesmer, B.S. ’94, M.S. ’01 

Marilka Vélez, B.A. ’03 

Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.   

Trustee Emeriti:   
   Kathryn Maegli Davis, B.A. ’71 

   Geneva B. Johnson 

   Gary Jorgensen 

   Gary V. Zimmerman, FAIA

Joan Andert, SSND 

J. Omar Andrietsch 

Susan Bellehumeur, B.A. ’85 

Joel Brennan, M.P.P. 

Margaret Faut Callahan, 

   CRNA, Ph.D., FNAP, FAAN 

Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D. 

Kathy Coffey-Guenther, Ph.D.

Karen Davidson, B.A. ’81

Erica-Nicole Harris, B.A. ’07 

Jeff Hembrock, M.S. 

Lisa Jansen, B.A. ’88 

David Jorgensen 

David Krutz, J.D. 

Mary Jo Layden 

Lena Lee, B.A. ’85 

Terra McKinney, M.B.A. ’13 

Ann Butler Nattinger, M.D. 

Debra M. Sciano, SSND  

Jacqueline Buckley, SSND ’51

Joan DiProspere, SSND

Sandra Helton, SSND  
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HISTORY OF ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic regalia was inherited from the medieval universities of the 11th and 12th centuries.  
It is thought that the woolen gowns and hoods, worn by scholars for warmth in unheated quarters, 
evolved from the clerical practice of wearing a cape or mantle in religious processions. In 1895, 
American institutions of higher learning first produced a uniformity code for these vestments.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the “Oxford cap,” better known as the 
mortarboard. The mortarboard, which is always black, is square to symbolize a book. A different 
style of academic headgear called the “Cambridge cap” resembles a large beret.

The tassel attached to the mortarboard is also typically black, although its color may be used to 
signify the field in which the degree is granted. Academic hoods, worn around the neck and down 
the back of the gown, signify the level of the degree, the field in which it was given and/or the 
institution that awarded it. The masters hood is moderate in length, and the doctoral hood  
is fuller and longer.

The gown’s exterior velvet panel color identifies the field in which the degree is awarded. 

HONORS SOCIETY CORDS

Gold Medallion: Graduating member of Honors Program
Gold Cords: Graduating with Academic Honors
Brown and Ivory: Kappa Gamma Pi, Graduate Honor Society 
Blue and Red: Phi Alpha Theta, History Honor Society
Blue and Silver: Psi Chi, Psychology Honor Society
Blue and Gold: Phi Alpha, Social Work Honor Society
Gold: Alpha Mu Gamma, Foreign Language Honor Society
Lavender and White: Sigma Theta Tau International, Nursing Honor Society
Maroon and Gold: Delta Epsilon Sigma, National Catholic Scholastic Honor Society
Pink and Silver: Kappa Mu Epsilon, Mathematics Honor Society
Red and Green: Beta Beta Beta, Biology Honor Society
Red and White: Lambda Pi Eta, Communication Honor Society
Red and Black: Sigma Tau Delta, English Honor Society
Scarlet: Theta Alpha Kappa, Theology Honor Society
Teal: Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor Society

HOOD TRIM 

Arts, Letters and Humanities: 	 White
Business: 	 Drab
Counseling:	 Royal Blue
Dietetics: 	 Golden Yellow
Education: 	 Light Blue
Fine Arts: 	 Brown
Journalism: 	 Crimson
Nursing: 	 Apricot
Occupational Therapy: 	 Slate Blue
Philosophy: 	 Dark Blue
Science: 	 Golden Yellow
Social Work:	 Citron 
Theology:	 Scarlet



Congratulations
Class of 2026!




